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mxmcToon 

Lowell, Indiana, is situated in southern Lake. County., -the, no-ith- 
westeAnmost cauntij. -in the. state. 3t is 1A0 milei northwest of. Ondi- 
anapolis; 30 miles .i south of Qnzg.; and 45 miles southeast of Chicago. 
Onteistate highuxug 65 is Located 3 miles to the east, and U. 5. 

Route 47, 2 miles to the west. On. 1975, the population was 5*305* 

3t con be thought, of a* a "typtcat small town;" txjpical in. the pAesence 
of both, common and unusual featuAes. 

Theie to a definite patteAn of life common, to all -matt. AuAal 
communities. This pattern is Aeadiiij. tdentifiabLe; the worlds "smaLL 
town" aAe enough, to eiroke a mental, image composed of celtnin physical 
cJiaAacteAistics, a paAticuian Life slgle, and a Casualty United) Aange 
of attitudes and beliefs. This concept could be iriewed as the folklore 
of small towns in genetal. 

Obtsiouslg, howeven, each paAlicutaA. small town has an unique blend 
of chazactmistics which distinguish It fAam. eveAg. otheA. similaA town. 
Climate, geogzaphig, his tong, ethnic, composition, tAanspoAtation, loca¬ 
tion with tegoAd to otheA towns and cities, institutions; all of these 
common featuAes aAe combined in uncommon wags. This unique blend consti¬ 
tutes the folkloAe of anil given town. 

To A example, towns rnaij. be founded foA a vaAietuj. of reasons. On 
Lak e County, most towns fall into one of thiee cateqonies. Theg. wetie 



2 


either (1) founded by an individual; (2) founded inj. a railroad a i cor- 
po tation.; or (3) the. ^result of general settlencnt at a particular site.. 
Crown Point, the county, oeat, is an example of. the last. Ot too* the 
place where the first seltle^te in the countij. decided to -atop when they, 
arrived. Griffith and Whiting a/ie 'laltnoad and ’’cnmpcmj." towns (cities 
now, of coatee). Lowell was founded in l8j2 ly Kelvin /!. Hoisted. He 
hailt a saw mill, a float mill, a school, the fltet brick house in the 
county., and laid oat Into. 

So, although Lowell can le categorized in this manner., and shares 
this basic characteristic with other town -a in the countij., the moment one 
begins to describe this characteristic, one entete the realm of folklore. 
Hoisted’s activities were part of the Iradltional way of life, and 
became in themselves a tradition in Lowell. Pn awareness of this tradl- 
tlon, If nothing, else, has peteisted to the pules znt and influences the 
altitudes of manij. residents toward the present and future development 
of the town. 



SOURCES 


7here are a number of books* available which deal with -the. earhp 
hi*toup of Lake. Coun.bg. Of the*e, three were of psiimatg -impo-rha/vee fa r 
th-i* paper., and detente tone brief de*cripbion.. 

LPZL corny. , MDJPJIA, 7ion 1834 70 1872 , and nOXTHUeSTEM 3IW3PM 
7R0CI l800 70 1500 aAe two of -the manxp books* written bp Ret/. 7-iiwothip U. 
Bad . Bad cane into Lake Counbp -in. 1837, cut the age of 11, hi* fairtbp 
being, among the ea'JUeot to *ettle -in the alea. Bad teat, among other, 
thing*, a mlnis*tee, an. educator, ait !t*torian, and a proli.fsic widen, 

He wa* uerg much -intereoted -in the hi*to-rg and development of the legion, 
and his* works* ate accepted standard -references*. 

7He. CDIUTT3ES 07 70JZ7LR PJW LSOLL, OfWJPJlP., bp Ue*ton Qoodspeed and 
Charter Blanchard, was* one of the fsiood of countp histories* pubUsshed in 
the Fldwesl -in the 1870’* and 1880'-*. Like ad of thes*e histostie*, it 
was* a moneip-making p/iopect, and while the avtho-l* shove to be a* 
accwrate as* possible, theip tacked the in-depth knowledge of the area 
which "native" autho rs* -each a* Bad possessed. 

Pmang thes*e Ihiee -*oarce*, there are ruanip contradiction* and -incon- 
s*is*teneie*, a* wid become apparent. 3t would -require much more exlen - 
*ive research than 3 wa* able to conduct to fulbp -re*olve the*e differ¬ 
ence*. Howevc', a -judicious weighing of the information -in the*e book*, 
together with, material f-ron other, whitten and oral *ontce*, can. enable 
one to arrive, -in mo*t caste*, at a consenou*. 
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On tes$ea'’xhlnxj. the hAssta/jy. of Lowett btseb', beabdeA the boobs 
mentioned above., ^evevat other. Aoa'ices have. p-voved vctucbbe. Trie. 
HOSTORLJ 07 j OTXL COUmy, VOL. 10, a cattectbon of papers published by. 
the. Lake. Cauntj. HbAtntbcaL Socbetip bn 7,934, the LOBELL CEfCTE/lflOrL 
BOOK (1952) and. the THLE£.-CRE€K BOCEJTTEJUIO/L BOOK (1976) have been 
moM. Lusefai. (Os the battel two ate unpaged, thexj unit be cited bn 
the body, of the text, and bn the blbbiogtaphy. onbtj.) 

Ontetvbei no with Pita. Pkvlban Hayden, fill*. Ed Bvotmebi, and Wt. and 
Plvs. liaxg. LlcOntbve we've not only profitable, but fun.. Elies. Janet Cpiangei 
of the LoureLL Pubibe LUbla/ug. provided both bnfoimatbon and dLlectlon. 


LfQCL corny 


Some. badintound information on Lake. Countij. wlhl he. valuable at 
thi* paint. 

Bounded on the. north Inj. Lake. Michigan and the. Aouth bj the. Kanka¬ 
kee. Phven, Lake. Countij. Atnaddle* the filiAAlAAlppt - St, Lawrence watet- 
Ahed. The northern. paJitinn of. the county. La (on wcla) a AcnicA of Aand 
judge* running ea*t and we*t, Lndtcating that Lake ITUchigan once extended 
Aexretah mite* Aouth of It* gieAent Aho-leJJne. The centzat Aectlon of 
the county La tenet on. Jiolting piiaitile and woodland, white the extieme 
Aouthenn paJitlon woa, untit the eazly 1900 'a, an. extensive. manAhland 
AU/Uioundiny the Kankakee Plven, 

The aJiea woa orlglnaJJjL Inhabited by the Pottawatomie*. On. 1832, 
the OndtanA JiellnquL*hed att ctatriA to the area, although theta weiie 
Acatteted group* who continued to -Line Ln the region Lnto the 1840 'a. 

On. 1833 1 o. Ataqe Line between Detroit and Tt. Deazbom (Chicago) 
waA opened, and the fir*t Aettlez* began to appeal. On that Aaiae yean, 
a man named Bennett opened a touvem neon the mouth of the Calumet Plvet, 
Ln the naJithenn pant of the county. 

On the Aummen of 183 b, government Auturegor* laid out the county Ln 
AectionA, and that fait, the fir*t permanent AettlelA Ln the centnat and 
Aoutheln paJitionA of the countil aZllved. Thorna a ChildeZA, Solon PobinAon, 
Jbbeih ULtkLnAon and theLn famlLie a ActtXed Ln October. and Rovembez. 

Settlement of the cauntij. from. 1835 on wa* -zeLabivelij. rapid. Solon 
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Jbbinson wrote: "On -the. {all of 1835 ire had platen Lata so much, import¬ 
ance that die. tax coLleclc 1 from. La Polite, cane, up ta paiy us a visit, 
which was about, as welcome cu j such uislts generally are.'^ 

On 1836 Postal County was organised and Labe. Territory attached ta 
tt. The. Territory was divided Lnto three townships and elections held 
In each pot justice o{ the. peace.. 

On July, 183S, the. Squattest' Untan o{ Lake County was organised, 
and Its Constitution signed by. 11 8 men. Speculators had been active In 
public land sales In northwest Ondlana, a {ad which was <laspanslblc {on 
the .formation of the Union, as the Preamble and first th ree Articles o{ 
the Constitution attest. 

"PPLPJOBLJL . Ohereas , The settlels upon the public lands 
In this countil, riot having, any certain prospect o{ havtna 
thell nights and claims seeded ta then by. a preemption law 
— o{ Congress, and peeling, the strong present necessity of 
thell becoming, united In such a mannci as to guard against 
speculation upon oat .lights, have net and united to aether. 

■to maintain and support each oihcl, on the 1 th o{ July, 

I 836 ; and now {Irmly, convinced of the. justness 0 { out cause, 
do most solemnity pledge, caiselves to each other, by. the 
strong, ties of Intelest end b’jotkerlg feeling, that we will 
abide biy the several resolutions hereto attached (and to 
which we will sign out names), -in the most {aith{al rannei. 

"P.1U0CLL 1 st. 'esolved , That every pehson who beats 
alt the dangels and diipicuZtles o{ settling a new and 
unlmploved country -is justly entitled to the. privilege 
hereto {ore. extended to settlels by. Congress, to purchase 
licit lards at a dollar and a quarter, an ac/uz. 

.. "PJUOCLL 2nd. keso-Lvcd , That 1{ Congress should neg¬ 
lect or. refuse to pass a. law bepotc the land on which we 
live Is oppe'ued {or. sale, which shall secure, to us oul 
rights, we will hereapter adopt such measures as man be 
necessary, eppectually to secure each, other In oul just 
claims. 


1 Solan Poblnson, quoted In Timothy H. Bali, L/TXL COURT (J., ORdOPRA, 
Tim 183^ TO 1872 (Chicago: j. 0. godspeed, 1873), p. 34. 
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Vt PJUOCLL 3d. keAoluejcl , That we. wLLL rvoL cAxL aruj. pu&^on 
to fuis'icliaae. hstA cLalri at the. land. AaLe., cuooo^jdsiiuj. to Mi,La 
cons&tttutsuoa unLes$A ha Ia at 'the. Hive. an acAxiaL AeitlLesi 
upon Qouainnent larudA, and haA coaptyied wllh. alt ol the 
'lejqusi^LtAoriA op UiLa Constitution- v *~ 

Lake Co until woa oipjant^edL In 1837 , end Land acJuoa wane, held two 
iiecuiA Laten. On h,iA flOJU HUCS 7 cJdl OfldO/iftfL, BalL notxiA auxjzIjvcJJjl: 
n SpeJULriatotA cUd nx>t bid agaLnsxt pUra handled uruLtedj datjaijrUned, and 
pno baity azmed men.. " J 

7iom thla paint on, -the. qloicth of the. co until, ixla along. fahty. 
typical- llnm. One. facial ichich dlmulaled Aettlemenl and. -indudilal 
dexrelop’rjent iccla the. proximity to Chicago , and. the. fad that all. land 
tAafftic. to the. clttj. pioa the. ead had to pad through lake County. 
Jndudilal development usoa of. matyl Impedance. In the nodhelm pad of 
the. count/], fzofx 1880 on. 

Ball quotes* Solon kobins/on to the effed that -in 7547 , mod of the 

dddentA of the county ureze '"talked" and "IJankeess." Beddes* thesye 

fleur yotk and ileu England native4, -theze iceie a,ts>o quite a rambez of 

4 

Qa'inan faztllloA, as/ iceil as* Aome Q-zlsJi and English. ' This* ethnic, malce- 
up Remained bn^icalMj. unchanged unlit the -influx of Fiddle and Coded 
Eulopeans* In the naltheln paltlons/ of -the county mound the tain of the 
centmi], 

2 

,r Gondllutlan of the Squalled' Union, In LaJce County., Indiana," 
quoted In. Ball, LfCKL COUCH if, pp. 40 - 47 . 

hlmothg U. Balt, flOlHCOCSJCM SIWIVW 7XM 1800 70 1900 (Chicago: 
f. U. QoocUpeed, 1900), p. GO. 

/f 3hid., pp. 4 . 93 - 494 . 
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Pn -intete^t-inr. -^ideLbghb be -the. development of -the county., a* webi 
ax> bo the. ef fec t# of -inflation ovel 140 i/eni#, can be. oce/i -in. changing, 
band value#. P.ccoiding to -the. 7HP££~CP£JcK B OCEJUtflR 3/lC DOCK, uthen -the 
government bought, one mbbbion acre# Plan Ch-bef PoLagan -in 1833, -the pi-ice 
uao 3c pen. ante. 3n 1837, idven band, sale# began, fie goueinmejib -aold 
the some -band at 31.25 an acne. Btj. l8S1, ma-lket value ua# $4.50 pet 
acne. On 1950, -the price had -tbaen - -dJjghbtig - bo 3125 an acne. 3f 
Chief. Pahjaqan had been abound -in 1918, and inanted bo bug. back one acne 
of hi# band, -it cxiubd have cost him Si500 - -the amount he received fan. 

50,000 acne* -in 1833 • 
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The fo-LLouUng. -Li a p-Lab of -the oldest -iecdian-i of LaueLi as* 
-Laid oub bij. Tebu-Ln HolMed. Ob w-LLL be no-bed. -thout h-Lo hone. (-iec-b. 


1, -Lob 1) uxlo nob pcsib o f -the. o-lbgAsiab Loun, bub onhj. -LnxMided -La 
h-Li IjOaA- add-Lbion. 


Seed. A 

- Lot* 
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Add-Lbian 
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nob 
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AdcLLbian 

2 ) 

9 

- Labi 

1- 8 
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- Labi 

3- 5 

AdcLLbLon 
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- La-Li 

1-16 
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MAJOR POTTAWATOMIE 
FOOT TRAILS UNTIL 1833* 


Indian Village or Summer Camp 
Chief Indiana Village A 
Swamp and Marsh 
Trading Post ■ 


u..// 



Ha n>uik<* 

In 1832 the federal government abolished all Pottawatomie claims to the land 

v 













































10 


!H J> 5 















MU3> 6 


11 


LAKE COUNTY IN 1880 



Proposed Railroad -*--*-+■ 

Railroad r—i—i—i—i—i—t- e 
City or Town 


• * 


River or Creek 

Township Boundary- 

Swamp or Marsh 3 ^ 


1. Lake Shore ar.d Michigan Southern 

2. Baltimore and Ohio 

3. Michigan Central 

4. Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne and 
Chicago 

5. Pittsburgh, Chicago and St. Louis 


Miles 
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iEosi 

Hammond ^cj^gof 


NORTH 



LAKE COUNTY IN 1908 


Swamp or Marsh 
City or Town 
River or Creek 
Railroad *-<- 


Electric Railroad O 
Township Boundary- 


1. Chicago. Ind'ana and Southern 

2. Lake Snore and Michigan Southern 

3. Chicago Lake Shore and South 
Bend Electric 

4. Baltimore and Ohio 

5. Wat>esh 

6. Michigan Central 

7. Pennsylvania 

e. he* York, Chicago and St. Louis 
(Nickel FI ate) 

9. Elgin, Jcllet and Eastern 

10. Chicago and Grand Trunk 

11. Chicago, Cincinnati and Louisville 

12. Chicago and Erie 

13. Chicago, Indiana and Southern 

14. Chicago, IncianaDOlls and Louisville 
(Monon) 

15. Chicago and Western Indira 

16. fc«ivx>nd. Whiting and East Chicago 
Railway 
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IMP 8 


Indiana Harbor 


Michigan 

Cary Harbor . 



LAKE COUNTY IN 1970 


City Area 
Township Boundary 
Highways: 

State O 
Federal 0 
Interstate Q 
Interchange • 


Scale in Miies 
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Northern 

Region 


IMP 12 


A/ i'chiyan 


TOLLESTON BEACH 


CALUMET BEACH 


625 
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GLENWOOD BEACH 


Moraine 

Region 


Kankakee 

Region 



TOPOGRAPHY and 


DRAINAGE 


Contour Lines 

at 50 ft. 




at 25 ft. 
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River or Creek 


Lake of the four Seasons 


BEACH 


Miles 
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IMP 73 
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PHYSIOGRAPHIC DIAGRAM 


Northern Region 


Moraine Region 



[ankakee Region 


* <s 






Glacial Drift 


Niagaran Series 


Salina Formations 
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